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Law permitted a husband to sell his wife to another (171).
But even here it is noticeable that a man was liable to
punishment if he purchased a woman without the permission
of her husband and kept her as a slave. But if he purchased
her from the husband and married her himself he was free from
any guilt.

The higher regard for womenj and the dominance of a
husband over the wife are both reflected in the laws of
adultery which indicate some peculiarity in Javanese con-
ception. As stated before, many of these laws are taken
from Manu, and, on the whole, the Javanese law resembles
the Indian in regarding the offence of adultery as a serious
one, and penalises not only the perpetrators and abettors
of the crime, but also actions which might ultimately lead
to adultery, e.g. speaking to a woman in loneliness, offering
her presents, tempting her with money, etc. It recognises
that human passions are difficult to control, and therefore
forbids all actions and movements which inevitably tend
towards an illicit connection (139). But the penalties
prescribed are less severe. The extreme penalty of death,
or mutilation of hands, accompanied by branding and banish-
ment, is reserved only for the male offender. Manu's
direction that the king shall cause the female offender to be
devoured by dogs in a public place (VHI-371) has no
parallel in Javanese law. The Javanese law mostly imposes
fines, the amount of which varies with the gravity of the
offence. But this fine is to be paid to the husband of the
violated woman and not to the king ( 134-138 ). In other
words, the offence is regarded more as a private wrong done
to the husband, than a crime against the state. A further
illustration of this principle is furnished by the fact that
the husband had also the right to put the criminal to death
if he were caught red-handed (134).

Before leaving the topic of women, it is necessary to point
out, that although the laws regarding re-marriage of women,
and payment of sulka or marriage-price are based on Indian